
French Wine Classification
Franziska Broker



What makes a wine?

• Grape variety (+ age of vines, rootstock,…)

• Region: soil, climate, …

• Producer (wine making technique)

• Age (and vintage)



2007



A bit of history

• French wine culture started in 125 BC

• The French terroir versus the modern grape variety





A bit of history

• French wine culture started in 125 BC

• The French terroir versus the modern grape variety

• Some terroirs are better than others

• Encouraged fraud which devalued the product



The AOC classification System

• established in 1935

• Certification for wine, emphasis on region

• A nested system















Beaujolais

Meursault

Burgundy

1er Cru Bordeaux



Lieu-dit



Problems

• Rules are too restrictive



Vintage



Problems

• Rules are too restrictive 

• Rules are outdated (e.g. climate change)

• Commercial disadvantage



Appellation d’Origine Contrôlée (AOC, now AOP)

• System established in 1935

• Certification for wine that follows a set of rules, emphasis on region

• A nested system






